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The Punishment for Mockery
An elderly man from the canton Patz’uli’n, Xejuyub’, Nahualá, tells the history of one of his neighbors.
The man was good and virtuous. He worked hard, and also taught the Catholic doctrine to the people. He
became rich and married a good woman. But then he began to mock the poor people, and those who were
lazy. For that reason he began to drink a lot. Little by little he lost all of his possessions, including his wife.
Finally he died poor.
El castigo por la burla
Un anciano del cantón Patz’uli’n, Xejuyub’, Nahualá cuenta la historia de uno de sus vecinos. El hombre
era muy bueno y virtuoso. Trabajaba duro, y además enseñaba la doctrina católica a la gente. El se puso
rico, y se casó con una buena mujer. Pero empezó a burlarse de la gente pobre y de la gente haragana. Y
por eso él empezó a tomar mucho trago. Y poco a poco perdió todos sus bienes, incluso a su esposa. Por
fin murió pobre.
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Project Background
The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973. All of them are narrated
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina
Ixtahuacán dialect of that language.
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